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country for over 4 years. And our President
continues to push a strategy devoid of clear
direction and visible targets, while rejecting
congressional calls to solidify an exit strategy.

President Bush’s “New Way Forward” strat-
egy, announced in January, calls for the de-
ployment of an additional 21,500 U.S. combat
forces, to be used to stabilize Baghdad and
the Anbar Province. This comes at a time
when, according to an NBC News/Wall Street
Journal Poll, 59 percent of Americans believe
we should be reducing the number of troops
in Iraq.

Last November, the American people clearly
stated that they did not want to see an end-
less conflict in Iraq; they went to the polls and
elected a new, Democratic Congress to lead
our nation out of Irag. | am proud to be a
member of the Congressional class that lis-
tens and adheres to the will of the American
people, as we did when both houses of Con-
gress approved Iraq Supplemental bills that in-
stituted a timetable for U.S. withdrawal. We
need a new direction, because we owe our
brave, fighting men and women so much
more. Washington made a mistake in going to
war. It is time for politicians to admit that mis-
take and fix it before any more lives are lost.

Though much of Irag’s infrastructure now
lies in ruins, the country still has an immense
abundance of energy resources. In proven oil
reserves, Iraq ranks behind only Saudi Arabia
and Canada, though the exact extent of its re-
serves remains controversial. Most estimates
are in the range of 115 billion barrels, with ap-
proximately 65 percent located in the southern
fields, particularly the Rumalia fields.

Irag’s energy sector is vital to the nation’s
political and economic future, with oil exports
funding virtually all imports of basic goods, in-
cluding food and medicine. Oil exports cur-
rently provide about 95 percent of Irag’s for-
eign exchange earnings.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank Con-
gresswoman Lee for introducing this important
legislation, and | strongly urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting it.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, on July 18th,
| inadvertedly voted “yea” for rollcall vote No.
662, it was my intention to vote “nay.”

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. RAYMOND M.
FLAVIN ON HIS 95TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, today | rise
before you and ask my colleagues in the
110th Congress to join me in recognizing Mr.
Raymond M. Flavin on his 95th birthday. This
momentous occasion will be marked by a re-
ception on September 2, 2007.

Mr. Flavin was born on August 25, 1912 in
Litchfield, ND and moved to the Flint area in
1935. On January 18, 1937 he married his
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wife Dorothy and the couple had five children.
Ray moved to Flint Township in 1941 where
his residency remains to this day.

Ray Flavin began his public service career
in 1955 as a trustee on the Flint Township
Board. He was also the police commissioner
during this term. Ray was elected Supervisor
of Flint Township by the Township Board in
1958 to fill the unexpired term of the previous
supervisor who had passed away. In April
1959 he was elected to the position of Flint
Township Supervisor. He served in this capac-
ity during the years 1958 to 1964, from 1970
to 1972, and 1974 through 1980 for a total of
15 years.

Ray’s position as Township Supervisor
boasts many accomplishments, including: suc-
cessfully joining the efforts to make Flint
Township a Charter Township and assisting in
the creation of the Kate McCarthy Senior Citi-
zens Center.

Mr. Flavin was elected to the Michigan
House of Representatives 83rd District in
1965. During his term he was a member of
the State Ways and Means Committee and
was Vice-Chairman of the Subcommittee on
General Government.

Madam Speaker, | am a better person be-
cause of my friendship with Ray Flavin. | shall
always be grateful to him. Madam Speaker,
once again, | ask you and my colleagues to
join me in celebrating the 95th birthday of Mr.
Raymond M. Flavin.

———

HONORING KEVIN FOURNIER ON

HIS GRADUATION FROM THE
UNITED STATES CAPITOL PO-
LICE ACADEMY

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Kevin Fournier, an outstanding native of
Beverly in my congressional district, who will
graduate from the United States Capitol Police
Training Academy today, July 27, 2007.

Kevin Fournier grew up in Chicago’s Beverly
neighborhood and graduated in 2002 from
Brother Rice High School. Kevin then attended
the University of lowa where he studied polit-
ical science, earning a degree in 2005. From
an early age, Kevin displayed the qualities of
a scholar and a leader, and has always been
determined to positively influence his commu-
nity and society at large.

Kevin’s dedication, in addition to his out-
standing academic and physical performance
credentials, enabled him to enter the ranks of
one of the finest law enforcement organiza-
tions in our Nation, the United States Capitol
Police. Like all successful Capitol Police re-
cruits, Kevin completed extensive courses at
the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center
and at the Capitol Police Training Academy.
Kevin’s exceptional interpersonal skills, profes-
sionalism, and technical proficiency in firearms
and police procedures will enable him to pro-
tect and serve Members of Congress, staff,
guests, and the general public with distinction.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Officer Kevin Fournier and all of
our new Capitol Police officers as they begin
careers on Capitol Hill. | have confidence that
these fine new officers, like Kevin, will serve
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as an example to other police officers around
the country, following in the great tradition of
the Capitol Police. As Members of Congress,
we are grateful for the commitment of these
new officers, and are forever indebted to all
the men and women who have served or cur-
rently serve in the United States Capitol Po-
lice.

HONORING ENGINE COMPANY NO.
110 OF THE CHICAGO FIRE DE-
PARTMENT AND 100 YEARS OF
DEDICATED COMMUNITY SERV-
ICE

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the distinguished history of
Engine Company No. 110 of the Chicago Fire
Department on the occasion of its 100th anni-
versary. Over the last century Engine Com-
pany No. 110 has selflessly served the com-
munity to keep it safe.

The local firehouse is an important, tradi-
tional, and valuable resource in the neighbor-
hood. Engine Company 110 strives for perfec-
tion to better help those in the community.

| have visited Engine Company No. 110
many times. This company has always epito-
mized the exemplary values of honor and pro-
tection that the Chicago Fire Department and
the Maltese Cross have become known to
symbolize. All too often we take for granted
the heroic efforts of these dedicated public
servants.

Fire Marshall and Chief of Brigade, D.J.
Swenie originally established Engine Company
No. 110 on September 7, 1907. Today, Cap-
tain Dave Dietz continues this tradition of
bravery and service for our community.

The anniversary celebration honoring En-
gine Company No. 110 will take place on Sep-
tember 8th at the current firehouse location at
2322 W. Foster Avenue. This will be a won-
derful event that will memorialize this impor-
tant anniversary.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of
the north side of Chicago and the constituents
of the Fifth Congressional District of lllinois, |
wish to recognize the past and current fire-
fighters of Engine Company No. 110 for their
dedication and commitment to service. More-
over, | wish all the best for the future fire-
fighters of Engine Company No. 110 and their
families.

———

ON INTRODUCTION OF THE PROS-
TATE CANCER MEDICAID COV-
ERAGE ACT OF 2007

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today | in-
troduce a bill to allow treatment using Med-
icaid funds for men who are diagnosed with
prostate cancer. This bill mirrors the measure
that Congress enacted in 1999 to help low-in-
come women who would otherwise not qualify
for Medicaid, despite being diagnosed with
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